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Abstract: Greek mythology vividly reflects the survival and mental state of the human 
being's beautiful childhood, which reflects the pursuit of freedom of the ancient Greeks 
and become the source of the western literature. Western literature in constantly re 
telling of Greek mythology, but also in continuous pass on the Greek mythology of 
humanistic thought and spirit of freedom, just in different period, freedom and produce 
the different connotation. Article through three stages in the history of Western 
literature to examine the restatement of Greek mythology, it reflects the concept of 
freedom, in order to have a restricted view on freedom in the west change. 
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1. Introduction 

 
The ancient Greek myth is the further development of Western literature spirit source 
and resource treasure house, in two thousand years of history of literature, the Greek 
mythology theme in different stages of literature in different forms can be restated, 
mythology spirit into into the different styles, different forms of literary works, 
coruscate gives new vitality. Consciousness of myth of ancient and new age thinking, 
the author's personality and experience and different ethnic literature style of many 
other factors, making the show in our eyes a restatement of the text also glow different 
colors, the Greek myths retold as western literature in the eye-catching scenery. In 
Greek myths retold in the process we discover not hard, no matter how the times 
change, style to change, but in Greek mythology as a distinct spirit of freedom has been 
in the works heritage and in different times, concept of freedom and the new 
connotation. Therefore, by the restatement of Greek mythology in western literature 
diachronic study can glimpse of Western views of freedom changes. 
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2. Freedom of Reason and Coordination in the Renaissance 
 
The Renaissance was from fourteenth Century to early seventeenth Century, in Europe, 
the rise of the emerging bourgeoisie, in order to revive the ancient culture as the 
banner of opposition to the feudal landlord class, against the rule of the Church of the 
ideological and cultural movement. In this movement, ancient Greece, ancient Rome 
culture as a weapon against the medieval rule of theology was re excavated. To 
Shakespeare, Boccaccio, as representative of the literary giants produced the huge 
influence of poetry, novels, plays, make rational people, the strong sense of impact of 
medieval theology and the Christian doctrine, which constitute the Renaissance of the 
mainstream literature. 

So what is the form of the concept of freedom in this kind of literary consciousness? 
In the Renaissance with a particular framework, freedom is the rebellion of the 
philosophy of history and conversion, people constantly thinking of self drawn 
conclusion, that is the exclusion of medieval stupid letter, pursue a kind of conditional 
beliefs, regression and the consciousness of the person, in other words, people are 
freedom, to make their own choices, but not to the exclusion of beliefs, called by God 
to people their own rational transfer process ". This process and Martin Luther's reform 
has great contact. His fool to Catholics loyal profound criticism, and then introduced 
"justification by faith" and "freedom of belief, become a" rational "freedom. 

Throughout the Renaissance free thought, the rational composition of the accession 
shows that people began to realize and independent pursuit of freedom, and freedom 
to show their own needs and ideals. In literature, the Renaissance of freedom through 
restatement of Greek mythology out, which the most typical is Shakespeare's "Venus 
and Adonis." 

Shakespeare's narrative poem "Venus and Adonis," drawn from Greek mythology, 
through of myth system of beauty and love God Venus (ancient Greek mythology said 
O Aphrodite TE) and o are nice love story of the restatement, showing the Renaissance 
of the writer's thinking of humanity and reason, love and desire of dialectical thinking. 

Venus in myth has the perfect figure and appearance, symbolizes the beauty of 
women and love, is considered to be the highest symbol of female physical beauty, the 
object is the pursuit of the gods. But Venus love o are nice than love anyone, because 
he is a brisklovely young hunter. As the gods, she left Mount Olympus's residence to the 
forest, dressed as a hunter and o are nice day tours to forest, hunting for animals. 
There is no doubt that such a life is enviable happiness. In the process of hunting, she 
advised o are nice don't kill large beasts but as young Adonis cannot accept our advice. 
One day, Venus back to Olympus, but this time alone in the mountains of the wild boar 
shot on adonis. Instead, the young hunter accidentally died. God's love has been hard 
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to calm, she flew to Zeus to beg for mercy and repent in sad mood. Through tangled 
contest and cried out, the gods decided to make Adonis annual spring to the 
underworld and love to spend six months time, and the other half to return to heaven. 

Shakespeare into the Renaissance spirit in this poem, the beauty of human nature in 
the natural forest in the melt. Plot is no longer the main highlight of the elements, and 
become a passion, reason, human nature and the heart of a breakthrough in the 
shackles of choice. Goddess of beauty and man of the story itself is fascinating, hook is 
fascinating, Shakespeare with wonderful lines the Duan Qingyuan deduce acme. 

This book pays special attention to the desires of the talk, Venus's entire rendering 
can not contain strong desire. At first, created by Shakespeare not restrain the lust of 
the image of the goddess, lust flooding, beautiful, even the sun in the sky god want to 
instead of Adonis drill into the arms of a goddess. But the young hunter was unmoved. 
Then love and beauty the temptation can not be moved after, Venus and enlighten 
them with reason, "breed" is the bounden duty to persuade, the culmination of the 
lobby of sensationalism. As for the whole story is naturally for medieval theology 
control literary works highlight the revolt of the asceticism and the thought of the 
afterlife, highlighting the normal desire and behavior choice of freedom, outstanding 
shape is also a humanitarian. And o are nice unmoved is multiple meaning, can be said 
to be the Renaissance the liberation of personality and rational control of harmony and 
unity, is also the history of philosophy inherited the product of Neo Platonism. 

Poetry reflects the admiration and respect for people. He believed that after freed 
from the bondage of God, unlimited freedom, the wanton pursuit of desire to make 
people out of the shackles of the will. Moderate desire, the pursuit of progress and 
development of a strong driving force are rational, indispensable. Savon expressed the 
view of human nature and reason through two opposite roles, which also reflected the 
opposition between Christianity and ancient Greek Rome culture: the rational choice 
and the desire to release. This reason is reflected in the nice body, that is not in the 
flood of lust. The last more than and 200 lines of poetry, describing the tragic love of 
Shakespeare after the death of Venus, the grief of love, in fact, expressed the 
understanding of love and the love of humanism and rational reflection. In the "Venus 
and Adonis," on behalf of "reason and truth" Adonis die. Cupid in grief after finally 
reached a mature, Shakespeare in an extreme way to enable release of human nature 
and rational regression of the Renaissance achieved the harmony. 

In summary, to "Venus and Adonis," for example of Renaissance humanism literature, 
trying to get rid of the stereotype of medieval theology, and strive to carry forward the 
normal human needs, but there are rationalism boundary control in thought, thus 
forming a reasonable coordination of freedom. 
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3. The Rational Freedom in the Classical Literature 
 
History into seventeenth Century, this period in Europe to occupy the mainstream of 
literary thought is the classical literature. 

Classical literature is so named, because of its literary style "reference" or said to be 
back to the ancient Greek and Roman literature tradition, imitation ancient Greek style, 
more is the value of ancient Greek literature reputation elevation of the classical period, 
unified standards of classical literature to the feudal service. Therefore, literature 
inevitably involves a restatement of the ancient Greek myth and reference. The 
representative works of the representative writer of classicism, Racine are 
representative of the ancient Greek myth retold, which "Titus Andronicus Mack" is fully 
reflects the concept of freedom in classical literature. 

Ann Dello Marc is the female image of the literature on the timeless myths in ancient 
Greek mythology, contemporary works have been described. The initial image source is 
the epic poem "the Iliad, where, Andromache is hero Hector's wife, and for the next 
child. The epic story of the Hector is killed Achilles, the show in front of the reader is a 
high strong will to fight, the widow of image. After her Troy again after the war, in 
Euripides play "Troy women". Her image is the Achilles' son of slaves, the theme plays 
has become anti aggression theme. Then there are some writers such as Seneca etc. 
the restatement of fairy tales, the focus is not the same. 

The image of Ann Dello Marc, a classical figure, represents the mainstream values 
and freedom of the classical period. In the script, and Andromache the four corners of 
the relationship (Andromache and Russia Reese te, and Pyrrhus, Ireland Miaona) is 
deducted incisively and vividly, Eros, rational entanglement became the main theme. 
Andromache as guopoguwang noble slave, in the difficult situation showed completely 
different on the style of ancient Greece, she has been to hector the faithful love, to his 
son caress, constantly thinking, relations with the interests of the country and the 
nation, become the classicist advocating the embodiment of rationality. In the five act 
play, for Pyrrhus all sorts of pursuit and commitment to honor and love, she did not 
tempted, they would rather continue to do a slave by the chains of; as a Greek envoy 
Orestes appeared, a threat to the her own son's life, reason and feeling a sense of form 
the conflict, she began to shake and thinking method to solve the problem of. Finally for 
the Enlightenment of Hector dead, she arrived at the "pure love coup, pretend to 
promise to marry. After the safe to commit suicide. In the two protagonists of struggle 
and struggle, and a mix of Princess Al Miao Aa and Pyrrhus in their parents has set a 
good marriage, Russia Reese Philoctetes to Ireland Miaona pursuit of and appreciated. 
The tangle between the princess and the special envoy of Pyrrhus, compared with 
Andromache played a great role in foil, Russia Reese te, all sorts of obedience and 
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ultimately killed Pyrrhus, Ireland Hermione 's a variety of design is not worth the candle, 
contrasting in contrast with the other people's feeling of despicable and unconstrained; 
more contrast in addition to being a wife and mother Andromache and adhere to 
abandon the rationality of higher level is to oneself is chaste and the state of effect to 
make the choices and sacrifices. This is precisely embodies the Racine classical 
ideology, is a rational idea of freedom the real reflection of the classical period. 
 

4. The Romantic Literature in the Sense of Freedom 
 
The history of European literature in the late eighteenth Century, early nineteenth 
Century to enter the romantic literature this fruitful stage. Romanticism is the product 
of the high development of bourgeois after the French Revolution, the revolution 
makes freedom become a universal pursuit of life and social ideals, after the French 
revolution entered the stage of liberalism. The cultural trend of thought is to praise the 
liberation of individuality, to advocate liberalism, and to oppose the oppression of 
freedom. Rousseau as the representative of the "return to nature" and other theories 
as a representative, highlights the people's confusion and choice. 

The change of literary wind direction is not separated from philosophical speculation, 
the romantic literature is closely related to German classical philosophy and utopian 
socialism, and develops rapidly. To Kant and Hegel philosophers and classical period 
the freedom and autonomy completely equate theory gives the mandatory autonomy 
and responsibility, become the absolute freedom, "this autonomy free in Kant, Hegel 
there has been complete theoretical table the: freedom is the main reason to 
autonomously follow their necessity." Believe in yourself, be yourself, and be free. This 
by virtue of their perceptual understanding caused by the concept of freedom on the 
performance of a lot of romantic literature, they express themselves, the use of 
exaggeration, express strong feelings, emphasis on the pursuit of the ideal, there are 
a lot of subjectivity. 

For the inheritance of the ancient Greek tradition of carrying forward and romantic 
writer widely from the historical and cultural draw nutrients required, for reference that 
classical Greek mythology and restated more. As a part of the romantic literature, the 
ancient Greek mythology contains the typical emotional freedom. We see one or two 
from Shelley's "liberation" little Plo Michel J. "Liberation" Plo Michel J is one of the most 
important works of Shelley in his late period, Shelley is the most outstanding poem. 
The myth archetype is the hero legend of ancient Greece, and the repetition of the pen 
in the book of the ancient Greek shows the humanistic freedom consciousness. Shelley 
will unfold the poems in the background of the vastness of the universe, involved, 
including the content of abnormal numerous rich broad, grand scale, and through them 
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a masterstroke is human freedom defenders of Prometheus and the tyranny of the 
maintenance of Zeus struggle. There may be some people who doubt that there is no 
difference between this and the original work, did not see the ancient Greek myth of 
the effect of the. But we are fine views can be found that Shelley's Prometheus 
Unbound in only a repeat the story of the hero, but a representative of the human 
rights, he was able to arouse the character and lively language. He to the identity and 
tyranny in the struggle, in fact, Prometheus struggle can be said is Shelley thought 
against theocratic dictatorship struggle a microcosm, is also the time of people against 
oppression, tyranny, for free to reflect. More should pay attention to is a restatement of 
the outcome, is no longer a Zeus appears the regret of intention on Hercules to 
intercede, is no longer compromise of Prometheus to commit a crime, and become a 
deathless endlessly decision. The outcome of the play is a natural resistance, and then 
resistance, Zeus fell, Plo Michel J was rescued, mankind has been liberated, the world 
is beautiful, the world is very peaceful. 

In general, the fight and struggle theme throughout the poem. Fighting spirit is the 
inherent character of poem theme and image of the hero, the shape of the strong 
power of Prometheus in the so-called spiritual power, will and character. But at the 
same time, highlighting the weakness of the author, in the current society through 
struggle, to sacrifice in order to be free, and then establish the freedom on the basis of 
social harmony, which is for future human imagination and vision, to form the social 
Utopia thought of Da Tong. It can be said that this is the connotation of the image of Plo 
Michel J, reflecting the ancient Greek people never give upand continue to struggle, but 
also in the image of the new era of moral, reflecting the people's resistance 
consciousness and freedom of spirit. Greece myth reflected the pursuit of freedom has 
become an important feature of the future generations of western culture, the later 
literature through literature inheritance of Greek mythology, and pass on the free spirits 
in Greek mythology. 
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