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Abstract: With the development of times, the design and management of modern 
hotels have upgraded from tangible product competition and intangible service 
competition to a higher level and grade of culture competition. A successful hotel must 
not only meet use demands of guests. More importantly, it must have its own unique 
cultural charms and connotations. Sanya Bay Mangrove Tree Resort differs from 
conventional hotels in planning. It adapts to the needs of new holiday life and 
integrates vacation, water recreation, top entertainment, global gourmet, business and 
super exhibition, etc. into an organic whole. The building complex far exceeds five-star 
standards. In the design of environmental space, it fuses ethnic traditional culture with 
international fashion elements cleverly and builds a jumbo “all-life” resort hotel. Once 
built, Sanya Bay Mangrove Tree Resort will become a mangrove tree world in Sanya 
Bay and an iconic landscape in Sanya City. 
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1. Introduction 
 
China is a country with thousands of years of splendid culture. In the long stretches of 
history, many ideas, morality, customs, art and system, etc. with certain characteristics 
were handed down. After thousands of years of cultural deposits and deepening, we 
have formed unique Chinese traditional culture, which has extremely profound 
influence and embodiment in the application and aesthetics of all walks of life. Many 
success stories emerged in the application of traditional culture in hotel design, such as 
Zhangjiajie Xiangdian International Hotel, Lijiang Banyan Tree, Shandong Qufu Queli 
Hotel, etc., which are models that combine traditional culture with modern elements. 
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How to draw lessons from and carry forward local traditional culture and ethnic 
cultural and artistic tradition and build a diversified cultural and artistic pattern is an 
important topic confronting us when developing tourist industry, strengthening the 
cultural taste of hotels, promoting cultural brands of ethnical groups and inheriting 
ethnic history. By fusing traditional culture with international fashion elements, helping 
tourists gain a deeper understanding of traditional culture and better presenting a vivid 
and modern cultural flavor, the successful design of a resort hotel has gone far beyond 
use demands. It is stamped with a clear cultural and artistic stamp and become an 
incarnation and representative of culture and art. 
 

2. Overview of the Project  
 
As the first jumbo five-star hotel introduced by China and also the first all-life resort 
hotel in China, once built, Sanya Bay Mangrove Tree Resort will become a mangrove 
tree world in Sanya Bay and even an iconic landscape in Sanya City. The hotel covers 
an area of about 400 mu. The total construction area is 680,000 square meters. In 
planning, it adapts to the needs of new resort hotels, absorbs successful elements of 
resort hotels in Las Vegas and Dubai, etc. and integrates traditional cultural elements 
and receives tourists from all over the world. 
 

2.1 Analysis of Geological Location 
 

Sanya Bay Mangrove Tree Resort is located in Sanya Bay, Hainan, which enjoys a 
reputation of “Coconut Corridor” and adjoins the only route from the airport to 
downtown Sanya- Phoenix Road. It is 6.4 kilometers from Phoenix International Airport, 
near the new administrative center in Sanya City in the future, about 2 km from the 
beach. Superior geographical conditions and high popularity become unique conditions 
of Sanya Bay Mangrove Tree Resort. The hotel is next to Phoenix International Airport. 
The tourists can check in within one stop. It has abundant tropical tourism resources: 
Sanya Bay, Yalong Bay, Hawksbill Island, Butterfly Valley, Flower Valley, sweet and 
romantic Coconut Corridor and super sea view, in which the sea melts into the sky, 
making visitors enjoy the blue sky and sea to the fullest and be baptized naturally.  
 

2.2 Overview of the Project  
 

Sanya Bay Mangrove Tree Resort blends successful elements of the world’s top resort 
hotels and creates a building complex, which integrates life, art, cate, entertainment 
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and business into one, just like an “aircraft carrier”, with world-class hotels as the 
criterion.  

The project includes a nearly 50,000 square meters of exhibition center for 
international film festival, which can accommodate 4,000-6,000 people to have 
banquets or meetings together, an award-giving hall which meets the standard of 
international film festival and carries the dream of Cannes, a nearly 1,000 meters long 
artificial landscape river, a 1,200 meters long canal street with Southeast Asian flavor, 
a global food “harbor” that gathers more than 500 stores, a world-class “Dubai-styled” 
water park, a fantastic 3D undersea restaurant, an open-air plaza and a wedding plaza 
with 600 seats. 
 

3. Brief Introduction to the Environmental Design of the Hotel  
 

3.1 Positioning 
 

A design is a creative process and the soul of a hotel’s style. From the regional and 
cultural environment of hotel, Sanya Bay Mangrove Tree Resort fuses traditional 
cultural elements with international fashion elements. In the same environmental 
space, various cultural elements are integrated effectively, to make multiple cultures 
coexist in harmony and sublime together. They form a unique atmosphere and 
individual charm and create a nearly world-class destination hotel, which is an all-life 
comprehensive hotel that integrates leisure, catering, conference, entertainment and 
holiday.  
 

3.2 Functional distribution 
 

The hotel is designed with successful elements of the world’s top resort hotels. It has 
more than 5,000 rooms (including all kinds of sea-view rooms, luxurious presidential 
suites, business suites and family suites, etc.). The features of the hotel include 
Chinese and western (Thai) catering, conferences, exhibitions, rooms, bath & spa 
centers, senior clubs, fitness and entertainment and water sports, etc. 
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Sky Lounge 
 

 
 

Reception Hall in a Presidential Suite 
 

4. Design Concept 
 

4.1 Requirements of interior design  
 

A design scheme should fully combine the regional, cultural and functional positioning 
of the hotel, blend traditional cultural elements into the design, unify traditional culture 
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and international fashion elements organically and uniformly, consider the plane layout 
and optimal stream of people in a reasonable and scientific way, highlight a 
people-oriented design concept through humanized design and provide a resort for 
tourists in body and mind. 

Sanya Bay Mangrove Tree Resort draws lessons from successful resort hotels in the 
world, to create the most fashionable all-life resort hotel. It not only fully embodies the 
cultural characteristics and natural and geographic flavor of architectural space, but 
also considers the features of target groups. Ethnic elements are embellished to lead 
consumption. It is divided into various functional areas. When offering services, it also 
produces huge economic benefits. 
 
4.2 Characteristics of the application of traditional culture in the environmental design 

of Sanya Bay Mangrove Tree Resort  
 

“The ethnic belong to the world. The ethnic are fashion.” After being precipitated for a 
long time, traditional ethnic culture has gradually form graphics and patterns with 
typical cultural connotations, including all kinds of images, such as figures, plants, 
animals, totems and geometric symbols, etc., as well as some widespread allusions, 
idioms, some established objects and combinations. After being baptized by time, a 
strong historical sense has permeated these cultural symbols. They have a strong 
vitality. Through transplantation and grafting, Sanya Bay Mangrove Tree Resort uses 
traditional symbols as decorative elements to design the environment. Combined with 
modern aesthetic demands, natural scenery and cultural connotations are coalesced 
artfully. It assumes a compliant and amiable attitude towards nature, creates an 
exquisite, harmonious and complete landscape system, makes visitors feel completely 
relaxed and return to nature and enjoys the most authentic feast in heart and soul, as 
if “the unity of heaven and man”.  
 

5. Conclusion and Prospect 
 
A design is a scientific art. Today, people advocate ecological life and are eager to 
return to nature and tradition. In the design of environmental art, first of all, we need 
to analyze the correlation between environmental design and traditional cultural 
elements rationally, analyze and study in depth and design a scheme for both of them 
to co-exist in harmony and equilibrium, to build a successful hotel with distinctive 
features and cultural taste. 
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