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Abstract: In this report, I will mainly discuss the agricultural economy in Western 
Australia depends on what I have seen/thought these days in WA and other relevant 
statistics. Comparatively, I will also discuss what are the differences between Western 
Australia and China in this area and what should they do for the development facing 
their own challenges. Firstly, I will briefly introduce Western Australia and its basic 
situation of agricultural economy. Secondly, I will describe my experiences and feelings 
during the trip in WA country farms. Thirdly, I will discuss the differences between 
Western Australia and China in agricultural economy. Then, I will try to put forward my 
own opinions about how to develop the agricultural economy in WA and China. Finally, 
I will come to a conclusion and summarize the main ideas about what I have explained. 
Besides, because I do not have enough professional knowledge, there will be some 
errors in the report, please forgive me. 
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1. Brief introduction of Western Australia and its agricultural economy 
 
As foreshadows for the following parts, in this part I will introduce some basic 
conditions about Western Australia and its agricultural economy. 
 

1.1 A glance of Western Australia 
 

Western Australia is in the Western part of Australia with a total land area of 2,529,875 
square kilometers, which accounts for 1/3 the total country and makes it the biggest 

state in Australia. Comparatively, its population is very small ─ ─  about 2.6 million 

inhabitants.The State has many salt lakes, deserts and mineral resource. With good 
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protection, its natural landscape and ecological environment still retain the original 
state. It is one of the richest state in Australia with 12500 kilometers coastline, which 
is surrounded by the India Ocean and the Southern Ocean. Due to the longest coastline 
in Australia, Mediterranean climate is popular here and attracts many tourists around 
the world every year. Its economy is mainly based on agriculture, animal husbandry, 
tourism and mineral industry.  
 

1.2 Agricultural economy in Western Australia 
 

1.2.1 Agriculture 
 

(1) Important agricultural products and production value in Western Australia  
 

 
 

1-1 Important agricultural products and proportion in Western Australia 
 

In 2012~2013, Western Australia'sy total agricultural output value is 6 billion 700 
million Australian dollars, accounting for 14% the total Australian agricultural output 
value. The most important agricultural product in WA is wheat. In 2012~2013, the 
output value of wheat is 2 billion 200 million Australian dollars, accounting for 32% the 
total agricultural output value in WA. Other important agricultural products are canola 

─ ─  801 million Australian dollars (12%), barley ─ ─  636 million (10%) and wool ─

─ 521 million (8%). 

(2) The number and distribution of farms in WA 
In 2012-2013, Australia has about 11680 farms with more than 5000$ operating 

income, accounting for 9% of the entire Australian farms. The following table lists the 
number of Western Australia and various farms. 
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1-2 The number and distribution of farms in WA and Australia 
 

 Western Australia Australia 
Farm classification number % number % 

Food crops and livestock farms 2310 20 11558 9 
Beef cattle breeding farm 2162 19 39380 31 

Grain planting farm 2066 18 11595 9 
The sheep breeding farm 1309 11 11938 9 

Fruit and nuts farm 922 8 10136 8 
Vegetable farm 464 4 3980 3 

Other breeding farms 359 3 4132 3 
The cow farm 310 3 7612 6 

Mixing livestock farm 273 2 6434 5 
Flowers and seedlings farm 186 2 1558 1 

Other planting farm 108 1 1519 1 
Poultry farm 83 1 1031 1 
Other farms 1127 10 17817 14 
Total farm 11680 100 128682 100 

 
1.2.2 Forestry 

 
From 2012 to 2013, Western Australia has an area of 403000 hectares artificial planting 
trees, including hardwood planting area of 299000 hectares and 98000 hectares of 
cork. In 2012, Western Australia has a total of 15000-23000 hectares of sandalwood 
commercial cultivation. In 2012 ~ 2013, the sales and service output of Western 
Australia forestry industry is about $1.3 billion. 
 

1.2.3 Fishery industry 
 

(1) From 2012 to 2013, the fishery output of Western Australia is about $427 million, 
accounting for 18% of Australia, including natural fishing output as $331 million, 
aquaculture $96 million. The western rock lobster fishing (72%), abalone (3%) and 
shrimp (8%) are main seafood in WA. 
(2) From 2012 to 2013, the export fishery aquatic product value of Western Australia is 
about $304 million, mostly is the western rock lobster, accounted for 93%. Vietnam 
and Hong Kong are the main two export destinations, accounted for 48% and 33%. 
Other important export destinations are Japan (6%) and the United States (6%). 
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2. My trip to farms in Western Australia 
 
I have been to several farms during the trip, and one of the most representative farm 
is Bouverie Farm. So in this part, I will mainly make it an example to discuss the 
agricultural economy in Western Australia. 
 

2.1 Bouverie Farm 
 

2.1.1 Short introduction 
 

Bouverie Farm is located in the southeast of Perth. Four hours will be taken if you drive 
from the city center to it. Mr. Tony, the owner of this farm, is a lovely, old but a capable 
man who is running this big farm himself and almost no one will believe that he is 80 
years old now. As far as I have seen, the farm is orderly and efficient under his 
management. It is a mixed farm, including agriculture, forestry and aquaculture. 
 

2.1.2 Strategies and practices 
 

From my point of view, Tony’s success is due to that, using human’s intelligence under 
the specific natural condition to find the solution combines economic profits and 
environmental protection. The following is my summary of some Tony’s strategies and 
practices. 
 

2-1 Strategies and practices of agriculture in Western Australia 
 

Reasons Strategies Practices 
Weather and market price 

are unpredictable 
Diversification of 

production 
Produce wine, timber, 
aquatic products etc. 

Resources are limited Make full use of resource
Solar electrical energy 

generation, reuse of water 
Environment is important to 

us 
Make profits in an 
environmental way 

Plant trees to absorb residual 
chemical fertilizer 

 
2.1.3 Ecosystem of Bouverie Farm 

 
In a way, a farm is a small ecosystem. Since I am not major in ecology, I will just simply 
describe the water circulation in this ecosystem and how it influence the farm’s 
production. The annual rainfall in this region is about 600 mm. Some are absorbed by 
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crops and trees, and some flow into the river. In this process, the trees play an 
important role in purifying water quality and conserving water resource. Besides, the 
farm’s aquaculture can get fresh water from rainfall, which can produce lobsters, 
saltwater fish and fresh water fish. Moreover, wine is another valuable product in this 
farm and rainfall is essential to grape vines. Finally, the water evaporates because of 
the sunlight and a new water circulation will begin. Obviously we can see that, water is 
one of the most important resources in agricultural production and the essential factor 
in a farm’s ecosystem.  
 

2.2 Supplement 
 

There are also some farms I have been to in Western Australia and give me deep 
impressions. For example, alpacas in Banksia Alpaca Farm, sheep in Katanning Farm, 
cattle in Mt Barker Cattle Saleyard and truffles in Truffle Farm. In general, Western 
Australia has many advantages for developing agricultural economy. Meanwhile, it is 
also facing some challenges. In Part 3 and Part 4, I will discuss these things in detail.  
 

3. Differences between Western Australia and China in agricultural 
economy 

 
There are many factors which affect the development of agriculture. But generally, I 

think we can classify them into two categories ─ ─  natural factors and social factors. 

In this part, I will discuss the differences between WA and China about those factors.  
 

3.1 Natural factors 
 

3.1.1 Climate (rainfall and heat) 
 

The main climate of Western Australia is the Mediterranean climate, which is hot and 
dry in summer but warm and wet in winter. The biggest problem of this climate is that, 
the rainfall and heat do not come in the same period, which is not good for the growth 
of crops. Affected by this special climate, the agricultural industry is mainly based on 
drought-tolerant crops, livestock feeding and woody economic crop. The main crop in 
WA is wheat, followed by canola and barley.  

What about China? China is a so big country that has many different climates. 
However, in China’s main agricultural producing area, monsoon climate is dominant, 
which is hot and wet in summer but cold and dry in winter. So crops can get both 
enough rainfall and heat in summer, which is beneficial to their growth. Under this 
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climate condition, rice become the main crop in southern China, while wheat in the 
northern part.   
 

3.1.2 Water resource 
 

As everyone knows, because of its specific geographical and meteorological conditions, 
Australia is a country short of water. During my trip in Austrian farms, farmers told me 
that, they must get a license before they use water in agriculture and the quantity is 
limited. So those crops which need less water are more popular here, such as the 
wheat. 

Water is also not abundant in the northern China where wheat is popular. But in the 
southern part of China, water is not a problem. For example, in my hometown, 
Zhejiang Province, the annual rainfall here is more than 800 mm and there are many 
rivers and lakes. So rice is the main crop here and the aquaculture is developed. 
 

3.1.3 Land resource 
 

Australia is a large country with a small population, especially in Western Australia. As 
I have noted in Part 1, WA has a territory of about 2.5 million square kilometers, with 
just 2.6 million inhabitants. So the farms in WA are very large which made me very tired 
when I walked around them. As a result, large-scale grazing industry is a good choice 
to farmers in WA. For instance, a great number of sheep and cattle give me a deep 
impression. 

Though China is the third largest country in the world, because of its large population, 
land is scarce in China. And in the past 30 years, with the rapid development in 
economy, the land can be used for agriculture become less and less. So Chinese 
farmers usually put lots of labors and resources into a small land, which is very different 
compare with WA. 
 

3.2 Social factors 
 

3.2.1 Labor resource 
 

As I have explained in Part 1, the population of Western Australia is very small, which 
is only about 2.6 million. So labor is a scarce resource in Western Australia. As I have 
seen, usually a large farm is managed by just a small number of people in WA. 
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On the contrary, China has so many people that labor resource is never a problem. 
So the intensive cultivation is common in china, especially the southern rice production 
area. 
 

3.2.2 Management 
 

Western Australia has careful managements for resources. A local farmer told me that, 
he must get a license from the government before he uses water or cuts down the trees 
even they are his own trees. And during the producing process, environmental 
protection is well done. 

Compared with WA, China needs to improve its management during agriculture 
producing process. There are a large number of resources wasted in China every year. 
For example, many straws which can be used to feed livestock are burn by Chinese 
farmers, causing atmosphere pollution in the meantime. 
 

3.2.3 Education and technology 
 

The farmers in Western Australia have good education so they can put technology and 
knowledge into their agriculture produce. As far as I know, most of farmers in WA have 
bachelor's degree. When I visited their farms, they could show me how is the new 
machine working and what they have done or will do, orderly and clearly. 

But in China, farmers only have a lower degree of education. It’s hard for them to 
adapt the new facilities and concepts so most of them insist their traditional farming 
ways. They are working hard, but not very efficient. 
 
4. How to develop the agricultural economy in Western Australia and China 
 
In this part, I will discuss the advantages and challenges. Then I will try to put forward 
my opinions about how to develop the agricultural economy in Western Australia and 
China.  
 

4.1 Advantages and challenges 
 

Since I have mentioned something relevant in Part 3, here I just use a form to show the 
advantages and challenges for the development of agriculture in Western Australia and 
China. 
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4-1 Advantages and challenges of agriculture in Western Australia and China 
 

 Advantages Challenges 

Western 
Australia 

Abundant land resource 
Scientific management 

High technology 
Well-educated farmers 

Short of water resource 
Short of labor force 

Environmental 
issues(Salinization) 
Invasive species 

China 

Abundant labor resource 
Rainfall and heat in same 

period 
Various climates and terrains

Government’s support 

Scarce land resource 
Low efficiency 

Environmental pollutions 
Wasted resource 

 
4.2 How to develop 

 
4.2.1 Western Australia 

 
Adapted to local conditions, I think farmers in WA are doing very well in many areas. 
However, WA should focus on some environmental issues. For example, the 
salinization. 

Salinization will do harm to the growth of crops and cause economic losses. There 
are some solutions to overcome it. First, some salt shrubs which can absorb the salt in 
the soil can be planted, if the farmers can be persuaded. Second, conservation tillage 
can alleviate salinization. Moreover, agriculture researchers can cultivate some 
salt-tolerant crops which can adapt the salty lands. 
 

4.2.2 China 
 

China is a large agricultural country, there are many areas we need to improve in 
agriculture. For instance, we should pay more attention to the environmental 
protection during the agricultural producing progress. Besides, we should improve the 
efficiency of resource utilization. All of these developments need knowledge and 
innovation. So we should try hard to develop agricultural technology and train 
agricultural talents. Only in this way can we achieve the agricultural modernization. 
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5. Conclusion 
 
There are many differences in agriculture between Western Australia and China. Both 
of them have their own advantages and disadvantages. In general, Australia is a 
developed country and we can learn many things from its agricultural developments, 
such as environmental protection, resource utilization, technology innovation and 
orderly management. 

However, we can’t copy the successful experience of Western Australia. It is very 
important to consider the national conditions in China when we learn other countries. 
Something is beneficial to Western Australia does not mean that, it will be successful in 
China’s agricultural practices. We must be aware of what we need, and find the 
solution to improve it. 

And in my opinion, Australia and China have a good prospect in agricultural economy 
cooperation. In recent years, China has become Australia's largest export market for 
agricultural products and food. In the meantime, Agricultural academic 
communications between China and Australia are more frequent. Driven by economic 
globalization, I believe that the two countries will make great progress in agricultural 
economy in the future. 
 

References 
 
[1] Warren Hunt, Colin Birch and Frank Vanclay, analysis and recommendations on 

Australian agricultural research, development and promotion systems, world 
agriculture, 2014, 11, p110-115 

[2] Shi yilin, "Australian agriculture development and its enlightenment", "modern 
economic information", 2015, 12, p26-30 

 


