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Abstract: The value function of educational reform embodies the directional problem 

of educational training objectives. The proper and actual rebellion on the goal of 

cultivating talent reveals the concealment of the value function of educational reform in 

reality. Therefore, it is necessary to harmonize the realization of individual values with 

the realization of social values and promote people's all-round development. 
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1. Introduction 

For a country, the value orientation of education refers to the pursuit of ideal value of 

education modernization. Modern education in China aims to cultivate all-round talents 

rather than workers. However, what is unavoidable is that the understanding of us in 

that regards only stays in the theoretical level. Given the realistic conditions, education 

administrators at all levels have adopted a utilitarian approach and taken flexible 

measures towards the existing education system without removing the deep-rooted 

problems and contradictions in education. In terms of cultivating talents, people tend 

to pursue the temporary strategy and higher rates of attendance, leaving the long-term 

national talent development strategy out in the cold; they even comforted themselves 

by saying that as long as there is no major structural crisis, everything will go on. 

Actually, we have come to a deadlock. 

 

2. Shadowing of Educational Reform Value Function 

2.1  Instrumentalization of Value Orientation 

Since the founding of the People's Republic of China, we have always emphasized, in 

both theoretical and practical level, the close relationship between education, politics, 

and economy, and education should keep pace with the times and serves the interests, 
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goals and policies of society, the country, and the government. To this end, a relatively 

rigorous system has been established. Such value orientation that satisf ies the needs 

of society, countries, and governments is of historical inevitability; however, it also 

suffers from historical limitations. From a cognitive point of view, such value orientation, 

which sums up the social function of education as “serving the society”, politics and 

social goals and policies for a specific period of time in particular, tend to simplify the 

education's social functions and make it dogmatic and is easy to be misunderstood that 

education is only a simple, passive adaptation to changing social situations and tasks. 

It seems like that it has given a full paly of education in social function and social status. 

This, actually, makes education a means or tool for achieving certain goals, resulting in 

the evaluation of "direct utility of instrument." This understanding holds that the value 

orientation and purpose of education are completely subordinate to the specific social 

goals and policies of the state and the government, resulting in such a situation that 

the state and the government have to take up all education affairs, serve as the only 

school founder, education administrator and supervisor and assume the difficult 

mission of establishing, managing, and supervising the world's largest education 

system. However, the undeveloped and unbalanced economy in our country make the 

government cannot fulfill this mission at the present stage. While the fundamental 

purpose of economic behavior is to obtain maximum profits with relative small inputs, 

and interests are the criteria for all economic behavior, the educational behavior aims to 

train, mold, and develop human nature based on the principle of “humanity”. So the 

guiding of educational behavior by the principle of economic behavior will inevitably 

lead to the constant alienation of “human power” education, causing the shrinking of 

“human nature” education, and ultimately to education’s substantial decline. Under 

such circumstances and the reality of knowledge-based economy, to establish a new 

value orientation that suits the times and society is a pressing matter of the moment. 

 

2.2  The Utilitarianism of Capabilities Selection 

For each country, how to deal with the relationship between "for social development" 

and "for individual development" in the process of education modernization is an issue 

that must be considered in capability selection and curriculum setting. The sentence 

that "free development of everyone is the prerequisite for the free development of all 

people" is of very important guiding significance for us to strike a balance between the 

two. The pursuit of democratization and equalization of education has reflected 

people’s efforts in this regard. It is very important to correctly understanding and 

handling "utilitarianism". Needless to say, the current Chinese education tendency of 

"utilitarianism", characterized by excessive utilitarian pursuits, has become a constraint 

on the development of educational functions. 
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First of all, the excessive utilitarian education will gradually make the education deviate 

from the socialist education policy. The education policy requires everyone to obtain 

comprehensive development, while utilitarian education has rejected some of the 

so-called hopeless students, doing harm to the overall development of people. Under 

the banner of pursuing higher education rates and emphasizing intellectual education, 

moral and physical education were first abandoned, and the individual's personality 

and creativity were also completely stifled in the standard answers and a mountain of 

homework. Either the teacher's teaching or the student's learning is for utilitarian 

purposes, gradually, education will be completely alienated by utilitarianism. 

Secondly, utilitarianism of education can undermine the cultivation of people and the 

sustainable development of education. It takes three generations to make a gentleman. 

However, utilitarian education considers only the immediate interests and prefers fame 

and fortune to career. Teaching for the sake of making money and studying for 

utilitarian purpose such as exams are jeopardizing the healthy development of 

education. Education in our country can hardly absolve itself from the blame of lacking 

master figures in the academic field and Nobel Prize winners for a long time, for that 

the educational utilitarianism is incompatible with the cultivation of outstanding talents 

and the development of education cause. 

 

2.3  Vacancy and Offside of the Education System 

The education system we have adopted during the long historical period after the 

founding of the People's Republic of China is a centralized system of government and a 

state-run system, which is reasonable in some sense but have very obvious drawbacks. 

For China, a country with vast land and large differences, it is inevitable that there may 

be vacancy and offside of government functions. Vacancy is not only a waste of 

educational resources, but also hinders the development of education. For a long time, 

public schools have taken it for granted to ask continuous investment from the 

government, focusing on pomp rather than efficiency (or scores and enrolment rates); 

other drawbacks such as unreasonable distribution of school internal funds, lack of 

economies of scale, and high cost of running schools, also has something to do with the 

vacancy of the system. 

The "transparency" principle of modern education requires that the government's 

educational decision-making, regulations, procedures, and various articles be as open 

as possible. It is a great challenge to the government's education management to 

change the over intervention of education administration departments to the school, 

further expand the school’s autonomy in running schools, and improve the efficiency of 

educational management. One important principle for modern school system is to 

adhere to the fundamental purpose of education for the service of modernization and 
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people, to institutionalize the transparency of government affairs and of school affairs, 

to curb irregularities and corruption between government and public schools, and to 

standardize private schools. By doing so, the three forces of government, school, and 

teachers, who are the subjects of education practice, can promote the flourishing 

development of schools and education cause and thus provide people with satisfactory 

education through positive interaction, instead of containing each other. 

 

3. The Principles and Approaches to Realize the Function of Educational 
Value 

The realization of educational value includes the realization of educational individual 

value and the realization of social value. From the above analysis, we can see that the 

realization of educational individual value can promote the realization of the social 

value of education in an indirect way, and the improvement of the quality and ability of 

educated people is a symbol for the improvement of the quality and ability of the entire 

society. Therefore, the realization of social value can also be achieved by cultivating 

high-quality talents and the realization of educational value is essentially the realization 

of individual value. Hence, in educational practice, the emphasis on people-oriented 

education ideas and the strengthening of educational practice innovation play a vital 

role in realizing educational value. To sum up, in educational practices, the principles 

that need to be followed to successfully realize educational value are mainly as follows: 

 

3.1 The Realization of Educational Value is Inseparable from People-Oriented Value 

To cultivate high-quality talents and qualified citizens, we must first establish a 

people-oriented educational value. In educational activities, the value of education 

should be understood from the perspective of physical and mental development, the 

improvement of personality, and the promotion of subjectivity. Education can no longer 

be considered as a means of cultivating "tools" or "social machines." The essence of 

market economy lies in competition and pluralism, indicating that modern people must 

be educated to develop independent spirit, self-consciousness, unique and free 

personality, and adaptability to complex and changing environments. On the other 

hand, education is essentially the activity of cultivating people, with the ultimate goal of 

promoting the free and full development as well as the social and individual nature of 

people. To realize the individual value and social value of education successfully, 

people-oriented education should also strengthen the subjectivity of education 

activities. Educational activities can stimulate the initiative and creativity of people 

involved only by won their recognition, and then achieve the desired educational goals 

by actively cooperating with them. 
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3.2  Improve the Education Value System with Human Life as Its Theme 

The value of education lies in concern and improvement of human life, survival and 

living. Healthy life is the prerequisite for the realization of human value. Survival can be 

seen as the organic combination of the living environment and viability of human 

beings. Human, as the most unique life existence in the biological world, is a conscious 

and purposeful high-level life form characterized by living in groups. All these 

determine that only by learning necessary living knowledge and social skills and putting 

them into practices can people survive in social and natural environment and realize 

individual value. Human survival and development are represented by various activities, 

that is, human life. To sum up, life is the source of energy for survival while survival is 

the basic guarantee of life. Human life is the concrete manifestation of viability and life 

value. To enjoy a high quality of life, we must be equipped with strong viability and 

vitality. From the perspective of life, it can be concluded that we must firstly be healthy 

to participate in life activities, through which we can then achieve the ultimate goal of 

enjoying and realizing individual value. 
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