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Abstract: There are many important ancient books and documents in University 

Libraries in our country. University libraries can be said to be an important place for 

collecting, summarizing and protecting ancient books in our country. However, as far 

as the current situation is concerned, due to the restrictions of various conditions, the 

measures taken by university libraries for the protection of ancient books in China are 

not perfect enough, and the protection of ancient books is facing severe challenges. 

In the protection of ancient books, there are a series of problems, such as backward 

preservation technology, imperfect library conditions, lack of professional talents and 

adequate financial support for the protection of ancient books, which need to be solved 

as soon as possible. It is imperative to save our ancient books. This article, taking the 

protection of ancient books in university libraries as the discussion center, puts forward 

some concrete and feasible solutions to the problems encountered in the protection 

of ancient books, hoping to improve the protection of ancient books in university 

libraries as soon as possible. 
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1. Introduction 

China is an ancient civilized country. It bears five thousand years of Chinese historical 

civilization, leaving countless ancient books and collections in the rolling history. It is 

the cultural essence left by the ancients of our country and the inheritance of distant 

civilization and knowledge. At present, ancient books in China are stored in libraries 

of all levels, and each library shoulders the responsibility of protecting ancient books 

in China. Among them, university libraries are the most important institutions to 

protect ancient books in China. Although the types and quantities of ancient books 
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collected in various libraries vary greatly, they play a vital role in the inheritance of 

civilization. Although in recent years, no matter the major universities or local colleges 

and universities have devoted themselves to the protection of my ancient books 

collection, there are still many problems to be solved.. 

 

2. Present Situation of the Preservation of Ancient Books in University 

Libraries 

2.1 The Imperfect Condition of the Library Building of University Libraries to Protect 

the Ancient Books in China 

In view of the current protection of ancient books, many colleges and universities have 

set up modern libraries that meet the standards of collecting ancient books. Because 

of the work of collecting and protecting ancient books in our country, although 

corresponding libraries have been established to protect them, it is not difficult to find 

the environment of collecting ancient books. They are relatively poor, and are not 

mature enough in the construction of facilities and equipment for the protection of 

ancient books. The protection of ancient books collection first needs to keep the books 

of ancient books collection in a constant temperature and humidity library. However, 

as far as the current situation is concerned, apart from the libraries of Nanjing 

University and Peking University, the conditions for the protection of ancient books 

collection have been met, and most libraries have not realized the preservation of 

ancient books. Store in a constant temperature and humidity library environment. 

What's more, the libraries of local colleges and universities, because the types and 

quantities of ancient books collected in the tube are relatively small, which only 

occupies a very small part of the number of libraries, so the books of ancient books 

collection are often left idle in an insignificant corner. In addition to some natural 

disasters, the borers in books and the acidification reaction of books have become the 

two main culprits of damage to ancient books in China. 

 

2.2 The Inadequate Management Measures for National Ancient Books Collection 

As far as the current situation is concerned, our country has not promulgated some 

laws and regulations, which are clearly used for the protection of ancient books in our 

country. Corresponding countries have not promulgated clear legal provisions to 

protect ancient books collection, let alone some university libraries. They have not 

established and perfected corresponding management system in the work of 

protecting ancient books collection in our country. They have not set up special 

personnel to organize and manage the protection and management of ancient books 

collection in our country. Measures are not yet in place. At the same time, the libraries 

are not very clear about how many ancient books they have in their possession, but 
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only about the situation. Take the library of Peking University as an example. There 

are more than 1 million books in the library, but those that are not included in the 

collection of ancient books, no one knows what kind of books they are, and no one 

knows what kind of books they are. Only scribbles about 500,000 copies. Such a 

famous university library is still so, let alone those small libraries, the situation will only 

be more worrying. 

 

2.3 Inadvertent Human Damage to Ancient Books 

As we know, most of our ancient books are written on paper for preservation and 

inheritance. At that time, science and technology were not advanced, so the durability 

of paper was far worse than that of today. Even if some ancient books were carved 

on bamboo slips or transcribed on silk, they still could not withstand the years of 

sinking. Dian, many ancient books preserved today, has been seriously deteriorated 

and aged. At the same time, those who specialize in the induction and collation of 

ancient books will inadvertently damage the ancient books. In addition to these, they 

often cause irreparable damage to the ancient books due to carelessness when they 

are carried, taken or even read in peacetime. Even when some readers read ancient 

books, they mark and circle the books, which can not be repaired in the later period. 

Even if modern technology is used to photocopy ancient books, it will cause varying 

degrees of damage to ancient books. 

 

2.4 Too Few Staff are Engaged in the Protection of Ancient Books 

As far as the administrators of major university libraries are concerned, there is a 

serious shortage of talents in the protection of ancient books. As far as the restoration 

of ancient books is concerned, according to the calculation of the National Library, 

fewer than 100 people are engaged in the restoration of ancient books nationwide, 

and among them, less than 100 are responsible for the restoration of ancient books 

in University libraries. There are less than 10 staff members. Except for a few libraries 

with special staff responsible for the restoration of ancient books, most libraries are 

not equipped with special staff for the restoration of ancient books. However, the 

current situation of ancient books in our country is that about one third of them need 

to be repaired urgently, that is to say, the strength of ancient book restorers is too 

weak in front of the work of ancient book restoration. 

 

2.5 Lack of funds for the Protection of Ancient Books 

As far as the administrators of major university libraries are concerned, there is a 

serious shortage of talents in the protection of ancient books. As far as the restoration 

of ancient books is concerned, according to the calculation of the National Library, 
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fewer than 100 people are engaged in the restoration of ancient books nationwide, 

and among them, less than 100 are responsible for the restoration of ancient books 

in University libraries. There are less than 10 staff members. Except for a few libraries 

with special staff responsible for the restoration of ancient books, most libraries are 

not equipped with special staff for the restoration of ancient books. However, the 

current situation of ancient books in our country is that about one third of them need 

to be repaired urgently, that is to say, the strength of ancient book restorers is too 

weak in front of the work of ancient book restoration. 

 

3. How to Effectively Develop the Preservation of Ancient Books in 

University Libraries 

3.1 Constructing a Standardized Library to Promote the Effective Implementation of 

the Preservation of Ancient Books 

In order to make the protection work of ancient books carry out smoothly, we must 

first protect the ancient books effectively. It is necessary to establish and improve the 

ancient books'storage library. There are great differences between the books of 

ancient books and other kinds of books in the protection measures. The temperature 

around the books of ancient books' collection is very different. Humidity in the air has 

very high requirements, according to the relevant books, the most suitable for book 

collection, the storage temperature is 16-22 degrees C, air humidity to maintain 45-

60 degrees C, and preferably constant temperature and humidity, only in this way can 

be conducive to the preservation of books. Therefore, it is urgent to equip the air 

conditioning system with constant temperature and humidity in the library. However, 

at present, the number of libraries with supporting equipment is very small. At the 

same time, besides temperature and humidity control, moths and acidification reaction 

should be avoided. However, few of them have supporting equipment to detect the 

acidity of paper. Accordingly, in 2007, the State Council issued Guiding Opinions on the 

protection of ancient books. The Opinions clearly pointed out that for those libraries 

with more ancient books, those units that have reached the protection standards 

should be designated as key units for the protection of ancient books, so as to speed 

up the implementation of the protection of ancient books, and drop down as soon as 

possible in accordance with the corresponding norms. Establishment of a library for 

the protection of real ancient books. 

 

3.2 Strictly Establishing and Perfecting the Management Mechanism of Ancient Books 

Collection 

According to the current protection work of ancient books, little has been achieved. 

Therefore, the state should first put the protection work of ancient books in an 
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important position, establish and improve relevant laws and regulations, form 

substantive protection of ancient books, and promulgate relevant protection clauses 

in order to effectively promote the protection of various libraries. Implementing the 

work of protecting ancient books collection and promoting the establishment and 

improvement of the corresponding management mechanism within the library. Then, 

the staff working on the protection of ancient books collection must know what kind 

of material the ancient books collection is, what kind of characteristics it has, what 

kind of requirements it has for the surrounding environment, and the administrator of 

ancient books. Members should understand their responsibilities. For the readers who 

learn from ancient books, they must make good records of entering and leaving the 

storehouse so as to know the trend of ancient books. The managers of ancient books 

should strictly control the temperature of ancient books storage and do a good job in 

the basic work of protecting ancient books. 

 

3.3 Protecting the Ancient Books Reproducibly 

The so-called regenerative protection is to use modern science and technology to 

process ancient books, to publish them through microprinting, photocopying and other 

technologies, at the same time, not to damage the original ancient books. There are 

several advantages of microminiaturization technology, one is that the storage capacity 

of microminiaturization technology is huge; the other is that the cost of 

microminiaturization technology is low; the third is that the service life of 

microminiaturization technology is relatively long, combined with the above 

advantages, microminiaturization technology is often used in the protection of ancient 

books, and the advantage of photocopying and publishing is to maximize the 

protection. The original appearance of household registration makes people read more 

quickly. At the same time, it not only protects the ancient books collection, but also 

exerts the practical value of the ancient books collection. Among them, we have to 

talk about the application of digitalization of ancient books. The electronic devices are 

used to convert the contents of ancient books into electronic resources. It not only 

forms a comprehensive arrangement and induction of ancient books, but also realizes 

the information sharing of ancient books'network resources. While collecting ancient 

books, it also plays a role in the literature value of ancient books. 

 

3.4 Cultivating Specialized Personnel for the Repair of Ancient Books 

Ancient books collection is the development history of human civilization. It condenses 

the historical and cultural inheritance of our country for 5000 years. Therefore, the 

restoration of ancient books is also a crucial work. However, the restoration of ancient 

books is not competent for anyone. It needs more professional talents, not only to 
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master the relevant cultural knowledge of ancient books collection, but also to restore 

ancient books. Old people with rich practical experience who have been engaged in 

the restoration of ancient books for many years come to bring them. In recent years, 

the National Library of China will organize remedial classes for ancient books collection 

in various places, and take the training of professional ancient books collection 

remediation personnel as a task to implement. At the same time, the major university 

libraries actively respond to the national policy, not only providing financial assistance, 

but also selecting professional ancient book protection personnel to carry out training, 

using practical actions to promote the effective development of ancient book 

restoration work. For the protection of ancient books, libraries should take the initiative 

to communicate and offer suggestions for the protection of ancient books. 

 

3.5 Making Efforts to Solve the Problem of Funds Through Various Channels 

In the maintenance of ancient books, we should not only rely on the role of the 

government, but also explore more ways to pool funds for the protection of ancient 

books and solve the financial difficulties faced by the protection of ancient books. 

Every university library should spare no effort to mobilize the masses, cater to the 

needs of the masses, to tap the actual value of ancient books, so that people can 

effectively integrate the knowledge learned from ancient books into the reality of life, 

play the greatest benefit of ancient books, and enhance the actual value of ancient 

books. Only in this way can we attract continuous funds for the protection of ancient 

books. 

 

4. Conclusion 

In summary, we know that the protection of ancient books still has a long way to go, 

although there are many problems to be solved, there are many equipment and 

facilities to be improved. However, we only need to know that the collection of ancient 

books is the cultural treasure of our country. The collection of ancient books is the 

cultural condensation of our ancient ancestors for 5000 years. It is the responsibility 

of each of us to protect the collection of ancient books in our country. University 

libraries should be aware of the existing problems in the protection of ancient books, 

shoulder the historical mission of protecting ancient books collection, constantly 

explore in life practice, and constantly find ways and measures to protect ancient 

books, so that our civilization of nearly a thousand years can continue to be inherited. 
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