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Abstract: This paper summarizes the positive and negative viewpoints in the process 

of implementing "education industrialization" in domestic institutions of higher learning, 

and makes an in-depth discussion on the operation mode of "education 

industrialization" in domestic institutions of higher learning. Through analysis, it is 

concluded that the operation mode of education industrialization in domestic 

institutions of higher learning can be summarized as "outside the circle and inside the 

square". Currently, the three existing functions of higher education can be roughly 

divided into teaching, scientific research and social service. We believe that teaching 

cannot be operated according to the industrial mode, but scientific research and social 

service can be operated according to the industrial mode. Finally, through analysis 

and research, two opinions are drawn: one is that the industrialization of education is 

the marketization of education and the enterprise of schools; Another point of view is 

that the industrialization of education is to introduce the market mechanism in the 

educational management system. The essence of the above two arguments is the 

extent to which the market mechanism should play a role in the educational 

management system, and the extent to which the market mechanism should play a 

role within institutions of higher learning, and how it should play a role. 
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1. Introduction 

The industrialization of education in domestic colleges and universities has triggered 

a lot of discussions on educational reform.Higher education has been gradually 

regarded as an "industry" and has become a form of stimulating domestic demand 

and stimulating economic development in some regions through a series of ways such 

as "expanding enrollment" and "raising tuition fees".The industrialization of education 

is a new viewpoint full of vitality after considering how to be in line with the 
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international educational reform and re-examining the public welfare and welfare 

education system in China under the current educational environment in 

China.However, at present, most of the domestic institutions of higher learning can 

operate entirely in the mode of enterprise, under the situation of education 

industrialization, how to find their own position, how to grasp the direction of 

education development.For a lot of doubts, are we urgently need to explore the key 

issues. 

Education is a basic industry with overall and guiding influence on national economic 

development.Education is a basic industry, not a general one.Therefore, to explore 

the industrial nature of education and seek for appropriate social compensation is the 

primary task facing the market economy in education at the present stage, and also 

the preferred entry point for the rigid and rigid education system reform formed in the 

long-term environment of public welfare. 

Throughout the history of the development of higher education in China, higher 

education has experienced three stages of development: "teaching -- teaching and 

research -- combination of production, learning and research".In a long period of time, 

the task of higher education institutions is purely teaching and cultivating talents. Now 

countries all over the world begin to attach importance to the combination of 

production, study and research in higher education institutions, pushing education 

reform to a new level and stage.In view of this trend, public universities should 

become national and local high-tech research bases and applied science research 

bases respectively, making due contributions to national and local economic 

construction.In short, domestic universities and colleges first need to find their own 

market positioning, play to their own advantages, in order to achieve sustainable 

development. 

 

2. Arguments for Industrialization of education 

Developing the industrialization of higher education is an effective means to expand 

domestic demand and promote economic development, which is mainly based on the 

existing problems of insufficient domestic demand and weak growth in China's current 

macro economy.People entering into a well-off life have increasingly strong and 

vigorous demands for single children to receive high-quality and high-level education. 

If appropriate educational industrial policies are adopted, this demand will gather 

considerable social funds and promote the development of high-quality and high-level 

education.At present, the number of students in China's higher education for academic 

qualifications has reached 310 million. It is a huge market to serve the educational 

activities of such a large group of people, which should arouse the attention of leaders 

and entrepreneurs in the economic circle.Therefore, it can be said that the current 
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economic situation requires the vigorous development of the higher education industry, 

and the development of the higher education industry will play a positive role in 

economic growth, on the contrary, it is also a rare historical opportunity to develop 

the higher education industry. 

Developing the industrialization of higher education can enhance the innovation 

consciousness of colleges and universities, form the pattern of diversified investment, 

promote the transformation of science and technology into productive forces, make 

full use of social resources to accelerate the efforts to train talents, and provide reliable 

resources to train talents needed by the society.In terms of the investment system, 

we can change the current mode of relying on the government's financial input and 

form an education investment mode Shared by the government, individuals, 

enterprises and the society.In this sense, the pursuit of economic profits of efficiency 

capital is the core content of education industrialization, which will fundamentally and 

completely change the past situation that education departments provide educational 

service achievements for free at the same time and initiate sponsorship to all sectors 

of society. This way is not the fundamental way to liberate education and develop 

education. 

In short, developing the education industry in colleges and universities is a beneficial 

attempt to deepen the reform of education system, personnel system, distribution 

system and internal management system.We put forward the positive significance of 

the industrialization of education lies in the transformation of the current college 

running mechanism, realize the government's macroeconomic regulation and control, 

school geared to the needs of society, the society to take an active part in, create a 

unified, open, diversified education system, and to further enlarge the school-running 

autonomy of institutions of higher learning, including the major setting, enrollment 

plan, education teaching resources configuration, evaluation of professional title, etc., 

thus eventually lead in colleges and universities to run independently of the road in 

accordance with the law. 

 

3. Arguments against Industrialization of education 

Some scholars have opposite views on the industrialization of education.Scholars 

believe that the view of education industrialization lacks theoretical basis.On the one 

hand, treating education as an industry is tantamount to treating it as part of the 

national economy, thus making it the determinant rather than the determinant, which 

contradicts the orthodox view that education is determined by political economy.In 

theory, the industry's argument can only be justified if this orthodoxy is proved to be 

invalid at this stage.Any country or region, on the other hand, education system, first 

is to serve its citizens, its external attraction is attached, therefore, which country will 
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not leave their GDP growth mainly rely on their education foreign appeal, as a result, 

overall education productive, but in essence is not production, the productive not its 

essence, but not industry. 

Therefore, the emphasis on education should start with a clear understanding of the 

nature of education, rather than whether it can become an industry at present.The 

latter view is tantamount to a very utilitarian view of importance, to say the least.The 

field of education is essentially a field of selflessness, a cause that demands 

dedication.The particularity of education lies in the fact that practitioners first pursue 

education, which is the embodiment of true goodness and beauty, rather than making 

a fortune.The country's policy can allow the existence of industrialized educational 

institutions, but the country's entire national education system takes the road of 

industrialization completely, that will be dangerous.The industrialisation of education 

as a strategy to remedy our educational deficiencies is therefore either an 

exaggeration or the will of an interest group. 

Finally, the irreplaceable function of higher education determines that it cannot be 

industrialized.Higher education is a nation's investment in the future. It is not difficult 

to estimate the rate of return on higher education for individuals, but it is almost 

impossible to calculate the rate of return on higher education for society.Higher 

education has the function of preserving the basic social value, improving citizens' 

cultural quality, knowledge reserve, knowledge renewal and creation, which is 

incomparable with and can not be replaced by any other undertakings.Therefore, the 

importance of higher education in culture, value, scientific research and other aspects 

to society determines that it cannot be operated in the way of industry.In fact, social 

investment in higher education has always been much higher than that of individuals 

in any country, and in recent years there has been a trend in developed countries to 

extend free education to higher education. 

 

4. Conclusion 

We believe that education is both a cause and an industry, education is the unification 

of production and consumption, education is the unification of public and private, 

education is the unification of public welfare and commodity.According to these three 

kinds of unity as the starting point, the operation mode of domestic higher education 

industry can be summarized as "outer circle and inner square". 

On the one hand, the higher education's consumer, publicity and public welfare 

institutions of higher education have not to part of the operation of the industry, for 

example, in order to ensure the education quality of teaching, the teaching and the 

internal management of colleges and universities cannot operate according to the 

industry pattern, because fundamentally, the school's graduates and its quality is 
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fundamental to our school, all the operation must be on the service. Of course, this is 

not to say that our current teaching and internal management is one of the best, in 

the era of knowledge economy, should also further renewal education idea, trying to 

open change of teaching organization, teaching management of network, the open 

teaching evaluation, teaching students of management integration, integration 

management of party and government management mode. 

On the other hand, the productive and private nature of higher education also allows 

some parts of us to operate according to the industrial model and adopt the industrial 

operation mechanism as a conditional industry, so as to raise more sufficient 

educational resources, serve for training people and serve the society.For example, 

actively promote the socialization of logistics services, scientific research services, the 

profit of recruitment and employment, the industrialization of school-run entities, and 

the profit of adult education.To sum up, considering the three main functions of higher 

education: teaching, scientific research and social service, we believe that teaching 

cannot be operated according to the industrial model, while scientific research and 

social service can be operated according to the industrial model. 
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